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0. Was Nocente aware that the language that is
the first sentence of paragraph two of your
statement was to communicate to the reader that
Darren Dopp was working with the press on a story
about the alleged misuse of state aircraft was
meant to mean working on a FOIL request?

A. I don't know.

Q. Was David Nocente the only person who
reviewed this document before you signed it?

A, No.

~. Who else reviewed it?
A. Sean Maloney; I believe Peter Pope.

Qs Two attorneys?

A. Yes.

)

). Did you tell those two attorneys that what
you meant by the first line second paragraph was
that Dopp was wofking on é FOIL reqﬁest?
MR. REICH: Let me make a suggestion.

Without saying what you told them, you can answer
what you think their understanding was. But don't
repeat the words. Say what you thought their
understanding was.

A. Their understanding was that we were talking

about his fulfilling the FOIL request by a
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reporter who was look at the alleged misuse of the
state aircraft.
BY MS. TOOHER:

0. And did there come a time when you had
e-mail communications with the chamber about the
underlying facts and circumstances of the whole
Attorney General's report and your role in that?

A. With the Governor, yes.

0. What was the sum and substance of those
communications?

A. About my role -- are you talking
specifically about my decision whether I should
testify or not?

0. The decision as to your position at the
chamber and your role.

A. Yes. I communicated with the Governor about
that.

0. What was the sum and substance of those
communications?

A. In the fray after the report was released
there were natural questions about whether I
should stay and whether there should be greater, I
guess, what I would call accountability and an

open question whether I should stay or not and
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what would be good for him or make a decision on
the merits.
0. And what did your letter cover?

A. Whether I should stay.

0. What was the basis for that determination?

A. A variety of things:; not one particular
thing.

0. Were there certain factors you felt the

Governor should consider in that determination?
A. Yes.
0. Can you share those factors with us?

C ').B F}m-woo\ f\{t(b\{ A.

A. I mean in personnel issues or personal

issues have to do with this --

@ That relate to this matter, Those issues
that relate to this matter, can you share with us?

A. I had become controversial in the weeks
after the report was released, not because anyone
really had any evidence that I had done any of the
actions that anyone had considered improper, but
because of my failure to testify under oath to the
Attorney General's Office. On the front page of

the New York Times and in most papers around the

W WA

state, you know, articles written about me. i
n

was an open -- for that time period I became
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somewhat of a lightning rod or liability. The
same was true for Darren Dopp, but he was no
longer working there anymore. But I was taking it
every day coming to work. To hold me accountable
for that was unfair considering it was not my view
that I shouldn't testify.

Q. To hold you accountable for what?

A. The failure to testify. To allow the
failure to testify, to lead to my termination or
removal from my current position didn't seem
appropriate or fair.

Q. Did you relay why you didn't think it was
appropriate or fair?

A. Yes, because I had wanted to testify.

¢. And, did you discuss your testimony here
today with anyone else beyond your attorney before
coming here?

A. Do you mean like all of these things, the
details?

Q. Your testimony here today; not the subject
matter which I'm sure you have discussed --

A, Right.

¢. -- but your testimony here today, have you

discussed that with anyone beyond your attorney?
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A, No.

¢. Did you discuss it with anyone else in the
executive chamber?

A. Beyond them, no.

Q. And did you review any documents with anyone
from the executive chamber prior to coming here?

A, No.

0. And, are you paying for Mr. Reich's
services?

MR. REICH: You'll have to explain to me
the relevance of that. Tell me the relevance.

MR. TEITELBAUM: I will tell you the
relevance but I am not going to tell you the
relevance now. There is a representation that has
been made by the executive chamber. Let's go off
the record.

(A discussion held off the record)

MR. REICH: I'm sorry. I'm ranting as a

matter of principle because I don't care about the

answer.

MR. TEITELBAUM: I understand.

MS. TOCOHER: Thank you very much for
testifying here today. I really appreciate your

coming in. I did want to make clear you are here
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voluntarily and not pursuant to any compulsion.

(The interview was concluded at 4:45 p.m.}
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STATE OF NEW YORK )
55
COUNTY OF ALBANY )

I, BETH S. GOLDMAN, Certified
Shorthand Reporter, Registered Professional
Reporter and Notary Public in and for the County
of Albany and the State of New York, hereby
certify that the proceedings recorded hereinabove
were recorded stenographically by me and reduced
to computer-generated transcription.

I FURTHER CERTIFY that the foregoing
transcript of said proceedings is a true and
correct transcript stenographically recorded at
the time and place specified hereinbefore.

I FURTHER CERTIFY that I am not a relative
or employee, attorney or counsel of any of the
parties, nor a relative or employee of such
attorney or counsel, or financially interested
directly or indirectly in this action.

IN WITNESS WHEREQF, I have hereunto set

A, QM

BETH S. LDMAN
Certified Shorthand Reporter
Registered Professional Reporter
Notary Public

my hand.






